Earth: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow
Key Terms       Lesson 2
convecting mantle - The convecting mantle (also referred to as the outer core) is made up of very hot liquid iron and nickel.  The convecting mantle moves slowly around the Earth's metallic core.

crust - Earth's crust is the outer layer of the planet.  It is very thin compared to the other layers and is made up of soil and rock.

metallic core - The Earth's metallic core (also referred to as the inner core) is located at the center of the Earth.  It is a very hot sphere of solid iron and nickel.  The great weight and pressure of the outer layers of the Earth lead scientists to believe that the metallic core is a solid.

plate tectonics - Plate tectonics describes the motion of the Earth's plates.  Tectonic plates are thick moving slabs of rock that lie beneath the oceans and continents.  Tectonic plates are also referred to as lithospheric plates.

upper mantle - The upper mantle lies beneath the Earth's crust.  The upper mantle is very hot.  Most of the upper mantle is solid, yet some of the upper mantle ( the part closest to the convecting mantle) is partially melted rock that moves very slowly.

Lithosphere – The lithosphere is the Earth’s outermost shell.  The lithosphere includes the crust and the upper most part of the mantle.

Lithospheric plates – Lithosperic plates are the fractured or broken pieces of the surface of the Earth, also referred to as the tectonic plates.

